SURLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Surlingham Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 12th December 2023 in The Village Hall, Surlingham
(Subject to amendment until signed by the Chair at the next meeting)

Parish Councillors present	John Broom (Chair), Martin White (Vice-Chair), Richard Atkins, Tim Mack, Pat Scowen, Dave Swinbourne (arrived at 19:43pm), Pam Wilson
Apologies for absence		Vic Thomson
District Councillor			None
Also in attendance			Charlotte Rust – Parish Clerk and Dan Hoare – Broads Authority
Members of the public (MOP)	Five 
[bookmark: _Hlk119652804]
23.97	Welcome from the Chair.
Chair J Broom welcomed all those in attendance.
23.98	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Cllr V Thomson sent his apologies.
23.99	To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation.
None.
23.100	To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 14th November 2023.
Cllr P Scowen proposed for the Chair to sign the minutes, seconded by Cllr P Wilson.
23.101	Matters arising from November’s meeting, including Clerk’s report.
· Film night – Cllr M White proposed to set up a Film Night Working Group, seconded by Cllr P Scowen. The Clerk is to contact those who expressed interest in volunteering.
· SAM2 – Cllr P Scowen and the Clerk are to compose a response to the volunteers following their questions.  The Parish Council is going to ask for further volunteers after Christmas.
· Heating – The Clerk is waiting for details from the outcome of the recent heating engineer visit, in preparation for the Parish Council’s Pride in Place application.
· Village Hall – Thank you to Cllr J Broom for replacing the village hall sign. The timers have all been corrected so the heating will come on at the correct times. The Clerk is to ask the maintenance contractor if he can paint the steps outside the village hall.
· Play equipment – Cllr P Wilson proposed for Cllr R Atkins and Cllr J Broom to inspect the tractor slide and multi play unit and take a decision on whether to repair or replace them and the Parish Council to act on the outcome, seconded by Cllr T Mack.
· Dog bin – Thank you to Cllr J Broom for actioning this repair.
· Key lock – Cllr M White proposed the purchase of the key lock for the village hall, seconded by Cllr P Scowen. The Clerk is to ask the maintenance contractor if he can fit this.
· Councillor email – Cllr M White proposed the Parish Council create new email addresses purely for Parish Council business, seconded by Cllr P Wilson. The Clerk is to action this and update Cllrs of the new email.
· Fire door – A survey of the kitchen door has been booked in W/C 18th December. Cllr J Broom to attend.
Clerk’s Report overview :
· Thank you to Cllr M White who was Acting Clerk at November’s meeting, much appreciated.
· A polite reminder from the school between 8.30am and 3.30pm, all visitors must report to the school reception and sign in, just so they are fully aware of who is on the premises from a safeguarding and safety perspective. 
· Registered the parish hall defib with the Circuit and checked that both the Coldham Hall and Ferry House defibs were on there.
· EDF contract signed.
· Forwarded all relevant correspondence.
· Norton protection – not renewed.
· Fire appliances have been tested.
· Hall PAT passed and certificates received.
· Defib – 50% showing remaining battery. Probably another 12-18 months use before needing to replace. It will start beeping when the battery needs replacing.
· Biodiversity training – Friday 9th February 2024 at 12:-2:30pm and the price is £45+VAT. Cllr M White proposed for Cllr P Scowen to attend this training, seconded by Cllr R Aktins.
· Clerk comments in summons.
23.102	Reports from:
23.102.01 County/District Councillor, Cllr Vic Thomson.
Cllr V Thomson’s report will be added to the village website upon receipt.
23.102.02 Cllr M White – School Agreement.
Cllr M White made two minor amendments further to the legal review of the agreement. Cllr J Broom proposed to approve these changes and for Cllr M White to send this to the school, seconded Cllr P Scowen.
23.102.03 Cllr R Atkins – Rivers, Ponds, Cycle/Footpaths.
Staithe – The life ring disappeared but the ring will be replaced. The willow tree by the dyke has been trimmed and the dyke will be combed over the coming weeks.
Pond – Cllr J Broom and Cllr R Atkins will clear this soon.
Footpath – Cllr R Atkins emailed NCC to ask if feasibility funding via the Pride in Place community grant scheme would be of benefit to progress the feasibility assessment on the repairs to Surlingham FP1. The repairs to Bramerton FP5 are planned for spring 2024. The minutes from the Wherrymans Way improvement meeting have been released and will be uploaded on the village Web site.
23.102.03.01 Litter Pick.
A litter pick has been arranged for Sunday 28th January 2024 from 10:30am at the church heading to the Ferry House. The Parish Council is looking for volunteers to help, if you are interested in volunteering please contact Cllr R Atkins via email Richard.surlinghampc@outlook.com
23.103	Adjournment for Public Participation (15 minutes allowed for).  This provides an opportunity for members of the public to raise questions about and comment on items on the agenda before the Council make decisions.
A parishioner raised the flooding issue within the village and that NCC had dug out an area of land of a local landowner adjacent to the road. This needs to be done on a regular basis. A section near Padmaloka needs to be dug out a further 2 metres which was agreed by the landowner. Cllr J Broom to action this.
Dan Hoare from the Broads Authority referred to the fact that the impact of tidal flooding in the village is a complex issue with no easy solution - as the Broads are flat there is nowhere for the water to go.
Following a Cllr suggestion the Clerk is to contact Highways to arrange a meeting regarding the pond, as there is NCC infrastructure near the pond and the Parish Council would like assistance from NCC in the maintenance.
Concerns were raised regarding the planning application 2023/3462:
· Not in line with the linear development of the village.
· Vehicular access.
· Proposed attic windows overlooking neighbouring residents.
· Flooding risk assessment – impacts of filling in the pit on neighbouring houses/within the village.
· Ownership of the shared drive.
23.104	Heritage Lottery Funding for Church.
Saul Penfold provided an overview of the project to repair the Church tower. He is working with the Church to apply for a National Lottery Heritage Grant for the works and is researching community engagement and would like a letter of support from the Parish Council when the application is submitted. The Clerk is forward Saul’s details to the Cllrs.
23.105	Posting of Minutes.
It was brought to the Parish Council’s attention the minutes were not on the website. The Clerk is look into this.
23.106	Staithe Funding.
Cllr P Scowen proposed the Clerk to submit the email to the Poor’s Trust requesting funding towards the Staithe maintenance, seconded by Cllr D Swinbourne.
23.107	To approve Clean Up and Bloom Grant.
Cllr M White proposed to approve the submission of this application, seconded by Cllr P Wilson.
23.108	To approve the purchase of a new Parish Council noticeboard.
Cllr M White proposed the purchase of a Nimbus external noticeboard to replace the one near the pond, seconded by Cllr P Wilson.
The Clerk is to look at the noticeboard on Ferry Road and update the Cllrs.
23.109	To approve purchase of new mop for the Village Hall Cleaner.
Cllr P Wilson proposed the purchase, seconded by Cllr P Scowen.
23.110	To approve Gateway as part of Parish Partnership grant.
Cllr J Broom proposed to approve the Ornate Gateway, seconded by Cllr P Wilson.
23.111	Policies:
23.111.01 Biodiversity policy.
Cllr P Scowen will lead on this and has been working with Cllrs from RSMwH and Claxton on ideas. She will be setting up a Biodiversity Working Group.
23.112	Highways update.
The Clerk is to send the update to all Cllrs.
23.113	Planning:
23.113.01 To receive any new planning applications and make comment.
23.113.01.01 2023/3462 - Erection of three dwellings, associated access & groundworks Application.
Cllr P Scowen proposed that the Parish Council upload comments objecting to this planning application taking into consideration parishioners’ comments, seconded by Cllr M White. The Clerk is to compose wording for Cllrs to approve.
23.113.02 To receive the results and updates on any outstanding applications.
23.113.02.01 2320/3271 - non-material amendment of 2023/1851 - Roof tiles on new porch extension to be slate rather than matching existing tiles – SNDC APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS.
Noted.
23.114	Finance:
23.114.01 Budget 2024/25.
The Clerk provided updated and final figures as the Tax Base for 2024/25 had been confirmed by SNDC. Cllr D Swinbourne proposed to approve the budget for 2024/25, seconded by Cllr P Scowen.
	23.114.02 To approve precept and submission of request to SNDC.
Cllr M White proposed to approve the precept amount of £12,500  for 2024/25 and submit this to SNDC, seconded by Cllr J Broom.
23.114.03 To receive a Statement of Accounts as of 12th December 2023.
Bank balance - £10,090.36
Reserves - £18,585.58
23.114.04 To note any receipts and approve payments as per December’s payment schedule.

	FOR APPROVAL

	 
	DATE
	EXPENDITURE
	PAYMENT METHOD
	TOTAL
	VAT
	P/R NO

	Hollinger
	24.11.23
	Newsletter Dec
	BACS
	£46.00
	£0.00
	 

	Orange Fox
	21.11.23
	PAT testing
	BACS
	£104.98
	£17.50
	 

	Norfolk ALC
	29.11.23
	Payroll amendment
	BACS
	£93.60
	£15.60
	 

	C Rust
	13.12.23
	Clerk Dec Expenses
	BACS
	£34.48
	£0.00
	 

	Flow Plumbing
	05.12.23
	Pipe repair
	BACS
	£50.00
	£0.00
	 

	Norfolk Fire
	11.12.23
	Fire Appliance Test
	BACS
	£94.40
	£0.00
	 

	TO NOTE PAYMENTS MADE OUTSIDE MEETINGS

	SSE
	01.12.23
	Electricity
	DD
	£355.00
	£0.00
	P58

	Amazon
	08.12.23
	Printer Ink
	DC
	£32.95
	£5.49
	P59

	R Hardingham
	15.12.23
	Dec Salary
	SO
	£126.67
	£0.00
	 

	C Rust
	28.12.23
	Dec Salary & WFH
	SO
	480.72
	£0.00
	 

	TO NOTE INCOME

	 
	13.11.23
	Hall Hire
	CHQ
	£24.00
	£0.00
	R53

	 
	13.11.23
	Hall Hire
	CHQ
	£32.00
	£0.00
	R53

	 
	13.11.23
	Hall Hire
	CHQ
	£48.00
	£0.00
	R53

	 
	13.11.23
	Hall Hire
	CHQ
	£48.00
	£0.00
	R53

	 
	04.12.23
	Hall Hire
	BACS
	£224.00
	£0.00
	R54

	 
	04.12.23
	Interest
	BACS
	£62.32
	£0.00
	R55

	 
	08.12.23
	Hall Hire
	BACS
	£2,010.45
	£0.00
	R56

	 
	11.12.23
	Hall Hire
	BACS
	£48.00
	£0.00
	R57

	 
	11.12.23
	Hall Hire
	BACS
	£32.00
	£0.00
	R58


Cllr M White proposed to approve the payment schedule, seconded by Cllr P Scowen.
23.115	To receive updates from individual Council Members (for information only).
None.
23.116	To receive any items for inclusion on the next agenda (for information only).
None.
23.117	To confirm date and time of the next Parish Council Meeting as Tuesday 9th January 2024 at 7.30pm in Surlingham Village Hall.
Confirmed. The Parish Council would like to wish all parishioners a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

The meeting closed at 21:30pm.
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