SURLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Surlingham Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 14th November 2023 in The Village Hall, Surlingham
(Subject to amendment until signed by the Chair at the next meeting)

Parish Councillors present	John Broom (Chair), Martin White (Vice-Chair and Acting Clerk), Richard Atkins, Tim Mack, Pat Scowen, Dave Swinbourne, Pam Wilson
Apologies for absence		Charlotte Rust, Parish Clerk	
District Councillor			Vic Thomson
Also in attendance			None
Members of the public (MOP)	Nine – 23.80
[bookmark: _Hlk119652804]
23.80	Welcome from the Chair
The Chair welcomed the Cllrs and members of the public to the meeting.
23.81	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Charlotte Rust, Parish Clerk sent her apologies.
23.82	To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation.
23.83	To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th October 2023.
None.
23.84	Matters arising from October’s meeting:
23.84.01 Replacement fire door.
Cllr P Scowen proposed the Parish Council agree that the Clerk confirm the quotes with the contactors, the Clerk then approves the lowest quote provider to carry out the work. Seconded by Cllr R Atkins.
23.84.02 Flooding in the village.
This matter to be discussed further, and in more detail, at the December meeting.
23.84.03 Film night.
Deferred to the December meeting.
23.84.04 SAM2.
No signed agreements have been received. The Clerk is to update the Parish Council in December.
23.84.05 Heating engineers.
Deferred to the December meeting.
23.84.06 Timers in the Village Hall.
Cllr D Swinbourne met with Orange Fox.  He reported that the clocks were incorrectly set, and this was rectified.  Timers are not faulty ad have been reset to ensure they do not come on at weekends.  There was discussion on whether a remote system could be purchased.  Prior to a decision on this, Cllr M White will contact the school to ask if we could have access to their wi-fi system.
23.84.07 Play area repairs.
Cllr D Swinbourne proposed, seconded by Cllr P Wilson, that the quotation for works provided by the maintenance contractor is approved. The Clerk to ask him to carry out the work.
23.84.08 Energy provider.
Cllr T Mack provided a quotation from the AF Group, but the Parish Council considered that these figures were not competitive with earlier quotations.  Cllr D Swinbourne proposed, seconded by Cllr T Mack, that the Council accept the lowest quotation from Indigo Swann for their ‘two-year’ contract. 
23.85	Reports from:
23.85.01 Parish Clerk.
Cllr M White read the Clerk’s report in her absence:
· Bowls Chairman sends his thanks to Chair, all Cllr and Clerk for addressing the hall issue.
· Parishioner raised blocked drain at The Covery/The Green with NCC, and works are scheduled.
· VAT claim posted and received.
· All relevant correspondence forward to Cllrs.
· A letter from Clive Evans, which was read by him during the meeting, thanking the Parish Council, and Rachel Hardingham in particular, for their support for the Priscilla Bacon Hospice Charity, and an email from Rachel Hardingham explaining the reasons why she is currently unable to carry out her cleaning work.
· There was further discussion on flooding in the village.  A number of councillors expressed their opinion that most of the photographs of flooding that had been circulated were examples of tidal flooding.  If contacted by parishioners, the Clerk should respond by stating the matter will be discussed in more detail at the Council’s December meeting.
23.85.02 County/District Councillor, Cllr Vic Thomson – Left the meeting at 20:35pm.
Cllr V Thompson report has been forwarded to councillors for their information.  He highlighted the following:-
· In collaboration with other District Councils, South Norfolk is setting up a company that will investigate ways of mitigating nutrient neutrality to permit the resumption in building of more houses.  The first of these projects has now begun.
· ‘Pride of Place’ grants for improvement to village halls (for example) are available.  He suggested that the Clerk contact him for further information.
· ‘Warm Rooms’ grants will be available again this winter.
· ‘County Deals’ – Councillors were asked to contact Cllr V Thompson with any comments.
· Cllr V Thompson suggested that Dan Halls be contacted by the Clerk to attend the Council’s December meeting because of his knowledge about flooding..
· It was suggested by Cllr V Thompson that the Clerk contact NALC regarding any advice they may be able to provide around village hall heating / energy conversation issues that we have.
23.85.03 Cllr M White – School Agreement.
The amended agreement was agreed by the Council, and it was suggested that the Clerk share this with our insurers to ensure it meets their requirements.
23.85.04 Cllr R Aktins – Rivers, Ponds, Cycle/Footpaths.
· The village pond has been tidies up and work will continue over the winter.
· Litter Pick – Footpath to Bramerton is currently closed. Therefore, the Litter Pick will be focused on the river path from Church dyke to the Ferry House pub.  A date of Sunday 28th January 2024 is being suggested. Cllr R Atkins to contact stakeholders.
· Junction of Footpaths No. 1 and 3 – a grant may be for capital works rather than feasibility.  Cllr R Atkins will draft a letter about a grant for a feasibility study for the Clerk to send to the NCC Trails team.
23.86	Adjournment for Public Participation (15 minutes allowed for).  This provides an opportunity for members of the public to raise questions about and comment on items on the agenda before the Council make decisions.
· Concern was expressed by a parishioner about flooding around the pond on Pond Lane – it was agreed that the Clerk would contact NCC Highways to obtain an update on their plans to resolve this issue.
· Concern was expressed about the signage to the village hall and the visibility of steps into the building – Cllr J Broom agreed to put up the already purchased sign and to repaint the edge of the steps.
· Concern was expressed that the ‘Dog bin’ at the corner of the covey and the Green had become unattached to its post – Cllr J Broom agreed to refit this.
· Defibrillator – concern was expressed that the appropriate services were not aware of the village hall defibrillator – it was agreed that the Clerk would ensure that the appropriate services were made aware.
23.87	Correspondence:
23.87.01 Konnect Bus.
The Clerk’s report referred to a consultation process held in March 2023. Concerns were raised that it was not brought for discussion at a Parish Council. It was highlighted that there is a telephone number that parishioners can use if they want to raise concerns about the Konnect Bus service.
23.87.02 Village Hall maintenance.
Clerk to ask the school caretaker if he is able to carry out the work on the leaking tap.
23.87.03 Hall storage.
Cllr M White agreed to contact the school to ask them to stack the stools next to the dining tables to allow access for the hall chairs and the bowling mats.
23.88	Councillor email address.
The Parish Council did not agree to the recommendation from the Clerk for councillors to have separate email addresses.  Cllr M White advised the meeting about possible concerns over GDPR, and it was suggested that to avoid this, any contact with parishioners should come from the Clerk.
23.89	To approve fire appliance testing quote.
Cllr P Scowen proposed, seconded by Cllr J Broom, that the Parish Council accept the quotation from Norfolk Fire and Protection for £45.50.  
23.90	Litter pick.
Please see minute 23.85.04
23.91	Key safe for hall.
Cllr M White proposed, seconded by Cllr P Wilson, for the Clerk to investigate the cost of a key safe for the village hall.
23.92	Planning:
23.92.01 To receive any new planning applications and make comment.
23.92.01.01 Wheatfen Broad Nature Reserve , The Covey, Surlingham, Norfolk.
The Parish Council approved of this application.
23.92.01.02 2023/3268 - Two bay cart lodge to front - 34A Greens Croft  Mill Road Surlingham.
The Parish Council remain neutral on this application, providing no objections are expressed by neighbours.
23.92.02 To receive the results and updates on any outstanding applications.
23.92.02.01 2023/2249 - 2 bay cart lodge with storage, Eastfield New Road Surlingham Norfolk – APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS.
Noted.
23.93	Finance:
23.93.01 Budget 2024/25.
Cllr P Scowen proposed, seconded by Cllr T Mack, that the proposed budget should be accepted unamended.
Cllr D Swinbourne, seconded by Cllr R Atkins, that the precept be increased by 10%.
23.93.02 To approve Clerk’s national pay increase for SCP14 for 2023/24.
Cllr P Wilson proposed, seconded by Cllr T Mack, that the Clerk’s national pay rise should be approved.
23.93.03 To approve Clerk’s back pay from April 2024 in line with item 14.2 (minute 23.93.02).
Cllr P Scowen proposed, seconded by Cllr D Swinbourne, that the clerk’s back pay from April 2023 be approved in line with 14.2 (minute 23.93.02).
23.93.04 To approve for the Chair to sign standing order amendment for the Clerk’s salary increase.
Cllr R Aktins proposed, seconded by Cllr T Mack, that the Chair sign the standing order amendment in line with 14.2 (minute 23.93.02).
23.93.05 To receive a Statement of Accounts as of 13th November 2023.
Bank Account - £10,029.72
Savings - £18,520.26
The figures were not the date of the meeting due the Clerk’s absence.
23.93.06 To note any receipts.
	TO NOTE INCOME

	 
	16.10.23
	Hall Hire
	CHQ
	£80.00
	£0.00
	R47

	 
	16.10.23
	Hall Hire
	CHQ
	£36.00
	£0.00
	R47

	 
	16.10.23
	Hall Hire
	CHQ
	£32.00
	£0.00
	R48

	 
	16.10.23
	Hall Hire
	CHQ
	£24.00
	£0.00
	R48

	 
	03.11.23
	Hall Hire
	BACS
	£112.00
	£0.00
	R49

	 
	06.11.23
	VAT Claim (Jul-Sep)
	BACS
	£847.20
	£0.00
	R50

	 
	06.11.23
	Hall Hire
	BACS
	£24.00
	£0.00
	R51

	 
	06.11.23
	Hall Hire
	BACS
	£40.00
	£0.00
	R52


23.93.07 To approve payment of invoices and other expenses received since last meeting (see payment schedule) – all approved at 21:28pm.
	FOR APPROVAL

	 
	DATE
	EXPENDITURE
	PAYMENT METHOD
	TOTAL
	VAT
	P/R NO

	SSE
	11.10.23
	Electricity
	BACS
	£2,106.36
	£351.06
	 

	NPTS
	30.10.23
	Cllr Training
	BACS
	£44.00
	£0.00
	 

	C Rust
	28.11.23
	Salary back pay and Nov expenses
	BACS
	£245.11
	£0.00
	 

	TO NOTE PAYMENTS MADE OUTSIDE MEETINGS

	Survey Monkey
	10.10.23
	Film night questionnaire
	DC
	£49.00
	£8.17
	P47

	SSE
	01.11.23
	Electricity
	DD
	£355.00
	£0.00
	P52

	R Hardingham
	15.11.23
	Nov Salary
	SO
	£127.67
	£0.00
	 

	C Rust
	28.11.23
	Nov Salary and WFH
	SO
	£480.72
	£0.00
	 


Cllr P Scowen raised a question around the electricity payment of £2106.36 – Cllr P Scowen will email the Clerk to receive clarification.
Cllr T Mack proposed, seconded by Cllr J Broom, that the payment schedule should be signed.
23.94	To receive updates from individual Council Members (for information only).
Saul Penfold (Heritage Lottery Funding Consultant from Church) will be attending the December meeting.
23.95	To receive any items for inclusion on the next agenda (for information only).
· Flooding in the Village
· Film Night
· Posting of Minutes / Draft Minutes
· Staithe Funding
· Heritage Lottery Funding for Church
· Litter Pick
23.96	To confirm date and time of the next Parish Council Meeting as Tuesday 12th December 2023 at 7.30pm in Surlingham Village Hall.
Confirmed.

The meeting closed at 21:41pm

2								SIGNED:				DATE:

2								SIGNED:				DATE:

